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A few days later Portal saw Rampolla again. After all, a
more cautious approach appeared advisable. He, Rampolla,
would write the proposed letter to Portal, who would show it
to Halifax. If the reply were favourable, it would then be pos-
sible for the Pope to address the Archbishops. Portal submitted
some objections to this more indirect course, but was unable to
prevail upon either Rampolla, or Leo himself in a second audi-
ence, to revert to the original proposal. The Pope, however,
handed him a signed photograph of himself to be presented to
Halifax.

The Abbe returned at once to England and Hickleton with
the photograph, the letter, and this startling story. The letter
began by expressing Rampolla's interest in Dalbus's little
work on the Anglican Orders, an interest which had been en-
hanced by Portal's account of what he had seen in England and
of the desire for Reunion which he had encountered there.

No doubt whatever [the Cardinal went on] can be raised as to
the affectionate reception that this nation would receive from its
ancient mother and mistress, if this happy return were accom-
plished; for nothing could equal the ardour with, which the
Sovereign Pontiff, who to-day governs the Church of God,
wishes to re-establish peace and unity in the great Christian family,
and to reunite, as in one sheaf, all the forces of Christianity, in
order that they may offer effective opposition to die torrent of
impiety and corruption "which overflows from all sides to-day.
Certainly His Holiness will spare neither labour, nor care, nor
effort to smooth the road, to bring light where that should prove
necessary, and to strengthen the wills of those who, loving the
good that they know, do not feel themselves as yet prepared to
embrace it.

A friendly exchange of ideas and a more careful and profound
study of former beliefs and practices of worship would be the
most useful means possible to prepare the -way for this desired
union. All this ought to be accomplished without any touch of